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Research – Social enterprises in partnership countries 

Project 2016-1-PL01-KA204-026738 

Social enterprises are an important driver for inclusive growth and play a key role in tackling current 

economic and environmental challenges, according to a report published by the European 

Commission. 

Yet, only seven countries (Bulgaria, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Slovenia, Sweden, and United 

Kingdom) have a policy framework in place to encourage and support the development of social 

enterprises. 

 

1. What is the definition of social enterprise in your country? 

 

FRANCE  According to Mouves (the French Movement of Social Entrepreneurs)  "Social enterprises 
are social, societal or environmental enterprises with limited profits, seeking to involve their 
stakeholders in their governance" 
 

According to the CNCRES (the National Council of the Regional Chambers of Social Economy) "The 

social economy is a mode of undertaking and economic development adapted to all areas of human 

activity to which private and legal persons who meet the following cumulative conditions adhere: 

 An objective pursued other than the sharing of profits itself; 

 Democratic governance, defined and organized by the statute, providing for the information 

and participation of [...] associates, employees and stakeholders in the company's 

achievements; 

 Management in accordance with the following principles: profits are mainly devoted to the 

objective of maintaining or developing the activity of the company, the compulsory reserves 

constituted cannot be distributed. " 

 

ITALY The social enterprise, identified by Decree 155/06, does not represent a legal entity in itself, 

but a new qualification that can be assumed by entities established in any legal form, the following 

conditions: 

a)  Operation in areas considered to be at social utility (art. 2 of Legislative Decree 155/06): 

· Education, education and training (including extra-curricular) 
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· Environment and ecosystem protection 

· Protection of the Cultural Heritage 

· Social Tourism 

· University education and post-university 

· Search and provision of cultural services 

· Instrumental services to social enterprises 

· Social welfare, health and social services. 

b) Prohibition of the distribution of profits to shareholders, since the enrichment of the aim pursued 

in social enterprise is to increase the well-being of the communities in which it operates. 

They cannot acquire the status of a social enterprise: 

· Individual firms; 

· Companies controlled by for-profit enterprises or Public Administration 

 

Most social enterprises are established with the legal form of Social cooperatives  (Law 381/1991). 

Cooperatives are different from other companies because it aimed at the pursuit mutualistic 

purpose, or offer its members goods, services or job opportunities. 

Social cooperatives have in addition the aim to pursue the general interest of the community, the 

human promotion and social integration of citizens, and as such can only operate in certain areas: 

· Management of social, health and educational services (social cooperatives of type A) 

· Carrying out various activities - agricultural, industrial, commercial or services – aimed at providing 

employment for disadvantaged people (social cooperatives of type B), which must be at least 30% of 

the persons employed. 

There are also social cooperatives "mixed", which meet the requirements of both the types, A and B, 

but represent a minority phenomenon. 

Social enterprise enjoy the preferential tax regime for non-profit organizations, whose members by 

right.Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social 

clients) 

The third sector accounts for 3.4% of the national gross domestic product. 

 

UK Enterprise with social purposes and an asset lock on profit 

 

ROMANIA The Romanian law about social economy, approved by the government in 2015, contains 

the two changes developed and defended by the Romanian Coalition for Social Economy regarding  

1) the non-distribution of profit or the partial distribution of profit and  

2) a clear definition of entities that could be considered as social enterprises. The text of the law 

focuses on:   
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Defining Social Economy as representing the whole of the activities carried out independently by the 

public sector, whose aims are to serve the general interest, the interest of a community or personal 

interests which do not pursue profit, by increasing employment among representatives of vulnerable 

groups; 

Establishing clear principles underpinning Social Economy, among which allocating the highest share 

of the profit to the pursuit of sustainable development and the provision of services to the members 

according to general interest; 

Defining significant concepts in the area of Social Economy; 

Establishing mechanisms for supporting the development of social enterprises; 

Creating an official index at the national level for the registration of social enterprises. 

 

The new law on Social Economy could be a factor of acceptance and promotion of the sector by the 

public authorities. This law is also proof that Romanian civil society is increasingly aware of what the 

social economy represents, thanks to European networks like Social Economy Europe and ENSIE. The 

role played by the Romanian Coalition for Social Economy highlights the fact that the Government 

has recognized the social economy sector and has accepted to cooperate with it to move forward the 

development of the social economy sector. 

 

The law on social economy stipulates that a number of entities (cooperative societies of grade 1 and 

credit unions,  associations  and  foundations,  unions  and  other  legal  entities)  can  be  considered  

social economy enterprises if they engaged in both social and economic activities and comply with all 

the following principles:  

- primacy of the individual and the social objective over making profit;  

- Subordination of Individual Interests to General Interests or community interests  

- free and open association, unless foundations with economic activity;  

- equal  voting  right  for  all  members   regardless of  the  capital  contributions,  unless  

foundations with economic activity;  

- autonomy of decision (the full capacity of election and dismissal of governing bodies,  

enforcement and monitoring of their activities);  

- stand-alone organization;  

- independence from the public sector;  

- distribution  of  profits  to  members  (if  applicable)  in  proportion  to  their  work  within the 

organization regardless of the capital contribution unless cooperative societies of grade 1 and credit 

unions. 

Social enterprise status should be certified by granting a certificate in order to recognize their 

contribution to the development of social economy organizations. All   information   on   social   
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enterprises   will   be   included   in   a Single   Record   Register, administered by the National Agency 

for Employment. 

 
POLAND There are both social enterprises in Poland (social cooperatives and non-governmental 
organizations conducting economic activity), as well as social economy entities (including non-
governmental organizations engaged in economic activity, occupational therapy workshops). 
According to the statistics there are presently over 1000 cooperatives in Poland and the number is 
growing. Until recently, there was no clear definition of social enterprise in Poland. Act on social 
enterprises is under development in Polish government. Poland  does not have adequate legal 
provisions covering social enterprise as a business model geared to social objectives. 
 

2. How popular is the term “social entrepreneurship”? 

 

FRANCE The term is quite popular in France, it is currently used in the media, press and social 

networks. Between 2006 and 2008 the number of social enterprises doubled and so did also the 

related studies.  

ITALY The sector is quite important, especially that relating to cooperatives, which are more and 

more communities tools to defend themselves from globalization. 

 

UK Not very  - academic term of recent creation 

 

ROMANIA Social  economy  and  social  entrepreneurship  in  Romania  is  still  at  their  beginnings,  

the share of  employees  working  in  social  enterprises  representing  less  than  2  per  cent  of  the  

total working population as compared to 6,5 per cent at EU level (European Commission, 2013). 

Unfortunately, in Romania, the term of social entrepreneurship is quite new and almost unknown to 

the wide public, the lack of clarity in defining the concept and the various interpretations  applied  to  

it  contributing  to  broadening  the  scope  of  this  activity  field  and of the “entrepreneurial spirit”, 

so that it includes various agents such as founders of non-profit  organizations  or  persons  who,  by  

starting  a  business,  also  undertake  social  responsibility  in  how  they  approach  the  activity  and  

operate  insi 

operate inside the  organization. 

In Romania, we cannot speak of an entrepreneurial culture because the lack of financial resources, a 

financing system, the fiscal uncertainty, respectively the legal frame have a major impact upon the 

process of planning business and represent real obstacles from this perspective. 

One   global   study   on   entrepreneurship,   conducted  in  26  countries,  among  which  Romania,  

show  that  the  fear  of  failure  represents  the  major  obstacle  in  developing  a  business:  70%  of  

the  respondents  assumed  this  point  of  view. 
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POLAND  The term is not very popular.  

 

 

3. How many social enterprises are there in your country?  

 

FRANCE Recent researches of 2015 reported that in France there are 221.000 social enterprises for 

2.370.000 employees.  This means that the sector of social entrepreneurship represents  10,5% of 

the employment and 13,5% of the private sector.  

 

ITALY In recent years, the social sector has grown in terms of employment. Growth in demand for 

social services, education and employment. The third sector, also because of the crisis, is 

implementing new choices, in order to regenerate the social ties, communities and territories. 

Italy is first in Europe by number of employees in social enterprises in the total economy (9.7%), the 

total oltreche the European average (6.5%). The number of social enterprises is 71,578 cooperatives 

and 1,128,281 workers. 

If In the concept of "social economy" we also mean associations, committees, foundations and social 

cooperatives in Italy, the third sector counts 301,191 institutions, especially 269 353 associations 

(including unrecognized 201,004 and 68,349 recognized), plus a little more than 6 thousand 

foundations. Overall, the system has 681,000 employees, 4.7 million volunteers, 271 000 outside 

workers and 5,000 temporary workers, moving income to 64 billion euro (3.4% of the national 

economy).  

 

UK A very large number. The sector has been developing since the C15th 

 

ROMANIA According  to  the  Romanian  Statistical  Yearbook,  there  were  57,372  associations  and 

foundations,  in  2013.  An  official  statistics  of  social  enterprises  in  Romania,  organized  as 

associations  and  foundations,  is  not  currently  available. 

According to the Social Economy Atlas (Barna, 2014), the social economy sector encompasses 

associations and foundations, cooperatives, mutual societies and also commercial enterprises owned 

by social economy organizations (table no. 1). 

 

Table no. 1: The dimension of social economy in Romania, 2012 
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2012 

Number of 

active 

organizations 

Fixed assets 

(lei) 

Income 

(thousand lei) 

Number 

of 

employees 

Associations and 

foundations 33.670 719.8847 7.742.043 76.902 

Cooperatives 2.228 1.122.805 1.764.363 31.428 

Mutual societies 2.767 3.624.190 589.143 5.403 

Commercial 

enterprises 

owned by social 

economy organizations 682 1.971.666 2.202.562 17.394 

Total 39.347 13.917.508 12.298.111 131.127 

 

Source: Barna, 2014, p.17 (based on National Statistics Institute, 2012 

 

and other secondary data processed by the Civil Society Development Foundation – FDSC and the 

Social Economy Institute - IES) 

Most of the associations and foundations in Romania activate in the social or for charity sector 

(28.64%) and in sports (16.39%). A significant number or associations and foundations are also active 

in culture (9.16%) and in education (8.16%), while the domains with the lowest representation are 

environment (2.35%) and agriculture (3.29%). 

 

POLAND  According to the statistics there are presently over 1000 cooperatives in Poland and the 

number is growing. 

 

4. What is the legal form of them?  
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FRANCE The legal forms are: no profit organizations, foundations, cooperative, cooperative 

insurance, adapted enterprises to support the employment of handicapped people, employment 

enterprises. 

 

ITALY Most social enterprises are established with the legal form of Social cooperatives  (Law 

381/1991). 

Cooperatives are different from other companies because it aimed at the pursuit mutualistic 

purpose, or offer its members goods, services or job opportunities. 

Social cooperatives have in addition the aim to pursue the general interest of the community, the 

human promotion and social integration of citizens, and as such can only operate in certain areas: 

· Management of social, health and educational services (social cooperatives of type A) 

· Carrying out various activities - agricultural, industrial, commercial or services – aimed at providing 

employment for disadvantaged people (social cooperatives of type B), which must be at least 30% of 

the persons employed. 

There are also social cooperatives "mixed", which meet the requirements of both the types, A and B, 

but represent a minority phenomenon. 

Social enterprise enjoy the preferential tax regime for non-profit organizations, whose members by 

right. 

 

UK CICs, ISPs, Chariities  

 

ROMANIA Protected  units  are  regulated  by  the  Law  no.  448/2006 on the protection and 

promotion of the rights of people with disabilities.  According  to  the  article  44  of  this  law,  

protected  units  are  

considered:  

a)   market   participants   with   legal   status,   irrespective   of   the   form   of   ownership   and  

organization,  in  which  at  least  30%  of  the  total  number  of  employees  are  handicapped  

persons employed with individual labour agreement;   

b) sections, workshops or other structures within the market participants, public institutions, or 

within independent non-governmental organizations in which at least 30% of the total number  

of employees are handicapped persons employed and remunerated;  

c)  a  handicapped  physical  person  authorized  in  compliance  with  the  law  to  perform 

independent business activities, including a family enterprise with a handicapped employee. 

 

Nonprofit  organizations  -  NGOs  (associations,  foundations  and  mutual  societies) 
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Employees'  credit  unions  are  non-profit  associations  organized  based on  free  will  of employees   

to   support   their   members.   Mutual   aid   associations   for pensioners   are   civic organizations 

for social support and mutual self-help. They aim to provide loans with lower rate of interest and 

grants. 

 

Society  cooperative is  an  autonomous  association  of  individuals  and  /  or  legal  entities 

established on the basis of their expressed consent in order to promote  the economic, social and 

cultural interests of co-operative members. 

According  to  Law  1/2005  regarding  the  organization  and  functioning  of  cooperatives, 

cooperative societies are:  

I)  cooperative  societies  of  grade  1:  craft  cooperatives;  consumer  cooperatives;  recovery 

cooperatives;  agricultural  cooperatives;  housing  cooperative;  fishery  cooperatives;  transport 

cooperatives; forestry cooperatives; other cooperative societies.  

II) cooperative societies of grade 2 - legal entities composed of cooperative societies of grade  

1, mostly, and other individuals or legal entities in order to integrate their economic activities on 

horizontal or vertical level. Cooperative societies of grade 2 are not social economy entities. 

 

POLAND The legal forms of social enterprises in Poland are very wide 

(http://www.ekonomiaspoleczna.pl/x/433246):   

-          Foundation 

-          Association 

-          Non-profit company 

-          Social cooperative 

-          Work cooperative 

-          Co-operative of legal persons 

 

5. How do they get funding?  

 

FRANCE The main sources of funding for the social enterprises are: calls for tenders or collaboration 

launched by public institutions, foundations, banks and cooperative banks and also crowd funding . 

 

ITALY There are various methods of financing. Some operate solely within the services to the public 

administration. Others are businesses that offer goods and services on the market. Others are mainly 

active in international design and foundation projects. In recent years we are developing a lot of 

community foundations working for the growth of the territory in which they operate. 

 

UK Grants, selling products and services 
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ROMANIA Various ways: 

- Own profits 

- Donations 

- Members contributions 

- Various grants, mini-grants, financial schemes, public funding  

- EU funds 

 

POLAND The main sources of funding for the social enterprises are: calls for tenders or collaboration 

launched by public institutions, foundations, banks and cooperative banks and also crowd funding . 

SE are also businesses that offer goods and services on the market 

 

Examples of social enterprises 
 

Kisskiss Bankbank (FRANCE) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients): 

10-19 employees  

Sector of operation: 

Crowd funding 

Where does it  operate?: 

France 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise?: 

KissKissBankBank is a crowdfunding platform which helps you raise funds to realize your ideas and 
projects. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation?: 

Its main objective is to create an alternative space dedicated to creativity, innovation, solidarity and 

entrepreneurship. Its second aim is to give the public the possibility to choose the ideas and projects 

that will shape the future beyond the mainstream trends. 

Who are the target group of the organisation?: 
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People with vision and courage:  creative, artist, humanist, inventor, explorer, filmmaker, journalist, 

designer, athlete, environmentalist, all project will find its place on KissKissBankBank. 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation?: 

Website: http://www.kisskissbankbank.com/en/contacts/new 

 

Ulule (FRANCE) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients): 

12 employees 

Sector of operation: 

Crowd funding platform 

Where does it  operate?: 

France 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise?: 

Ulule is the first platform to offer two fundraising types: the project manager can set a budget target, 
or a number of objects / items to pre-sell. 

In the case of a subscription (or pre-sale), the project owner will have to set a price and the minimum 

number of preorders necessary to produce his product / idea. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation?: 

The objective of Ulule is to support project managers in fundraising.  

Who are the target group of the organisation?: 

Project managers 

Website: https://fr.ulule.com/about/contact/ 

 

Artibois (FRANCE) 

http://www.kisskissbankbank.com/en/contacts/new
https://fr.ulule.com/about/contact/
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Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients): 

Sector of operation: 

Carpentry 

Where does it  operate?: 

Lyon region (France) 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise?: 

The organization proposes to handicapped adults to integrate an insertion pathway. These persons 

are trained during 2-3 years by qualified carpenters in carpenter and painter work. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation?: 

Artibois aims at accompanying  handicapped persons to the job market. 

Who are the target group of the organisation?: 

Handicapped persons 

Website: http://www.artibois.asso.fr/ 

 

Lentamente società cooperativa Agricola (ITALY) 

Sector of operation  

Social Agriculture 

 

Where does it  operate? 

Benevento and its province 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

To developa project of social inclusion for disadvantaged people  

 

http://www.artibois.asso.fr/
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What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

The project involves three main areas: 

1) Farming: promote beekeeping and cultivate ancient grains, vegetables, medicinal herbs and hemp 

according to organic principles; 

2) Social inclusion: the cooperative established a social farm to involve disadvantaged people; 

3) Education: we will develop educational curricula which differ from the usual ones, and include 

nature trails, recognition and valorisation of wild herbs, green housing. 

 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

People with handicap with legal problems or addicted to drugs. 

 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

The cooperative employs two disadvantage d people  in agricultural activities.  The cooperative is 

starting a social urban gardens for citizens 

www.lentamentecoop.com  

 

La Solidarietà Cooperativa Sociale – Il Melograno Cooperativa 

Sociale  

(2 cooperatives that work togheter) 

Sector of operation 

Social services to people with handicap, incarcerated people and addicted people 

 

Where does it  operate? 
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Benevento and its province 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

To give services to people, to give job to disadvantage people, create cultural inclusion. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

To use agriculture as an inclusion tool creating social farms; to develop interaction with local 

companies to give a job opportunity. 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

disabled, drug addicts, prisoners, immigrants 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

These two organizations  included approximately 30 people from the social paths 

www.caritasbenevento.it 

Lightfoot Enterprise (UK) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

1. probably no-one paid, few volunteers 

Sector of operation 

1. environmental 

Where does it  operate? 

1 Bishop’s Castle and area 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

1. environment 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

1. Improve environment 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

http://www.caritasbenevento.it/
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1. local population 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

1. selling wood 

http://lightfoot.org.uk 

 

Welshpool and Llanfair Light Railway (UK) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

 Probably a general manager and maybe a marketing person. Many volunteers (300?) 

Sector of operation 

heritage & tourism 

Where does it  operate? 

between Welshpool and Llanfair 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

heritage 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

Conserve a railway 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

local people & tourists – anyone who will provide time or money to maintain railway 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

maintaining a railway that was officially closed in 1956  

 

http://www.wllr.org.uk/timetable 
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Pathways ID CIC 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

No-one paid around 15 voluteers 

Sector of operation 

education 

Where does it  operate? 

based in Sarn Mid wales: global 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

community & personal educayon 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

educate 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

communities: geographical & of interest  

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

a few educational walks & community projects 

 

https://inspirationalpathways.wordpress.com/ 

CUIB (NEST) – acronym for Urban Centre of Good Initiatives 

(ROMANIA) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 
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10 staff, 35 volunteers, sustaining at least 20 vulnerable persons per year and 10 other small micro-

social entreprises 

Sector of operation: bistro/ services/ promotion of local producers and slow food, no meat 

Where does it  operate?: Iasi 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

- Sustaining local economy and sustainable consuming/ sustaining ecology and protecting 

environment by developing good initiatives and educating the public 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

- To promote local producers and sustain local economy. To create a friendly space for people 

who want to educate about slow-food, no meat, local environment, voluntary activism, local 

economy. 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

- The large public but focusing on young people 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

Website: http://www.incuib.ro/  

 

UtilDeco, from ADV (ROMANIA) 

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

Employees – 80 persons; 

Volunteers – 25 persons 

Social beneficiaries – over 300 persons every year. 

Sector of operation: Specialised social services for people in vulnerable groups, Sheltered 

employment for disabled people looking for a job, Employment services for young people from 

vulnerable groups, Community Prevention Services, Promotion and protection of the rights of 

persons with disabilities 
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Where does it  operate?  

Romania: National headquarters in Iasi and branches in Constanta, Tg. Mures and Bucharest 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

Inclusion of people with HIV and other vulnerable groups. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

1. directly answering to the needs of social inclusion of disadvantaged groups in Romania by 

developing integrated packages of preventive services, social services and employment. 

2. Invest in the development of social economy as solution for integration and transition to the open 

labor market for socially disadvantaged people. 

3. The development and creation of integrated services in the community and sustainable 

partnerships with public and private providers of social services and employment for an effective 

implementing of county, national and European strategies, in combating poverty and social 

exclusion. 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

The main target group of the Foundation is represented by people infected/affected by HIV/AIDS, 

people with disabilities and other socially disadvantaged groups. We also work closely with people 

and organizations of the community who are engaged in the benefit of those mentioned above. 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

ADV Romania is the first organization in the country who founded in 2008 a Social Entreprise for 

Insertion, UtilDeco, which in time created more than 100 jobs, including 36 for disabled people. 

UtilDeco is authorised as a protected unit and is the largest social enterprise insertion of Romania. It 

provides archiving and storage of documents; printing and personalization services; Tailoring services 

(specializing in the production of protective equipment); corporate tourism - UtilDecoTravel and 

UtilDeco Charity shop online Cash&Carry. UtilDeco has a portfolio of more than 1,600 companies - 

customers who purchase from their disability tax due from the state budget and beyond! The entire 

line of products and services can be viewed on the websites www.utildeco.ro  , 

www.shop.utildeco.ro ,  www.travel.utildeco.ro ,  and www.depozitarhivare.ro  . 

 Activities within ADV Romania have been recognized and appreciated both locally, nationally 

and internationally, the Foundation receiving over 25 awards 
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 Manufakturia (POLAND)  

Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

7 employees, 1-2 volunteers 

Sector of operation  

The enterprise operates a workshop which makes a variety of craft products, such as stuffed toys and 

smart phone cases, promotional materials, products.  

Where does it  operate? Poznań 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? Manufakturia is a cooperative set up to create 

real jobs for people with ASD, based in Poznan, Providing jobs for people with ASD, in a 

workshop/manufacturing setting Poland. The project has been operating for two years. 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

 One of the main aims of the organisation is to change the views of the public about people with ASD 

in the workplace. The enterprise operates a workshop which makes a variety of craft products, such 

as stuffed toys and smart phone cases. Manufakturia sell directly via their website and craft fairs, 

they also bid for small manufacturing 

Who are the target group of the organisation?  

people with ASD 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

Prize for the newcomers to social entrepreneurship in 2017 – innovative approach  

http://www.manufakturia.pl/ 

 

Café Dobra (POLAND) 

http://www.alaturidevoi.ro/
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Size of Organisation (Number of employed staff, number of volunteers and number of social clients) 

The operation began in 2014 and now employs 2 managers, 11 staff with disabilities and 2 assistants 

to support the employees 

Sector of operation  

Is a café which employs people with intellectual disabilities. 

Where does it  operate? 

Poznań 

What is the social mission of the Social Enterprise? 

The founders of the enterprise considered that there was a visible increase in the interest of people 

with disabilities in the job market. The organisation is at the forefront of challenging the public 

perceptions of disability in the workplace. 

Supporting vulnerable people, addressing social exclusion, creating employment opportunities 

What are the aims and purpose of the Organisation? 

Creating jobs for people with intellectual and physical disabilities within a catering environment 

Who are the target group of the organisation? 

Is a café which employs people with intellectual disabilities. 

Can you outline some of the achievements and recognitions of the organisation? 

Very successful in Poznań 

http://dobra.com.pl/ 

Spółdzielnia Nowa (POLAND) 

Spółdzielnia Nowa is involved in a variety of activities. One activity is the centre of social 

integration,in Poznań. Its goal is to socially and professionally activate the unemployed living in 
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Poznan) as the ETAP association, Spółdzielnia Nowa runs OWES (the Polish abbreviation for the 

social economic support centre). They deal specifically with the Piła sub-region, which includes, of 

course, the city of Piła and its surrounding areas. The enterprise helps unemployed people, who 

have been referred from a social welfare centre and provides 12 months of training, in the form of 

vocational workshops. They offer several vocational workshops, for example a horticulture 

workshop, which teaches operating horticulture equipment, planting trees, lawns making, mowing 

and keeping, etc. There is also a workshop teaching elderly care which has a more theoretical basis. 

Additionally Spółdzielnia Nowa offer vocational internships, too, at the end of which the person 

usually gets employed. 

 

Running a social economic  support centre which organises vocational training course and organising 

internships. 


